Alpha Academy Charter School Policy for Student-Owned Computer Devices

1. Introduction

Alpha Academy Charter School recognizes the importance of technology in modern education and
acknowledges the benefits of integrating student-owned computer devices into the learning

environment. This policy outlines the guidelines, responsibilities, and expectations for students,
parents, and staff regarding the use of personal devices within the school.

2. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:
Encourage the responsible use of technology to enhance learning.

Ensure a safe and secure environment for all students.
Provide clear guidelines for the use of student-owned devices to prevent misuse.

Support educational activities while maintaining the integrity and effectiveness of the
school's technology resources.

3. Definitions

e Student-Owned Device: Any electronic device brought to school by a student for
educational purposes, including but not limited to laptops, tablets, and smartphones.

e Authorized Use: Use of student-owned devices in a manner that supports educational
activities and adheres to the guidelines set forth in this policy.

4. Scope

This policy applies to all students, parents, and staff of Alpha Academy Charter School. It covers the
use of student-owned devices on school property, during school hours, and during school-related
activities off-campus.

5. Responsibilities

5.1. Students

Bring devices to school fully charged and in good working condition.

Use devices for educational purposes only, as directed by teachers and school staff.
Ensure the security and safety of their own devices.

Follow the school's acceptable use policy and this policy at all times.



® Report any technical issues or misuse of devices to the appropriate school staff immediately.

5.2. Parents

e Ensure their child’s device is suitable for school use and complies with the school's technical
requirements.

e Monitor their child’s use of the device outside school hours.
Encourage their child to follow the school’s policies and guidelines regarding technology use.
Be responsible for any damage, loss, or theft of their child’s device.

5.3. School Staff

Provide guidance on the appropriate and effective use of technology in the classroom.
Monitor and supervise the use of student-owned devices during school hours.
Report any misuse or policy violations to the appropriate authorities.

Support students in the responsible and effective use of technology for educational
purposes.

6. Guidelines for Use

6.1. Acceptable Use

e Devices should be used to support educational activities such as research, collaboration, and
the completion of assignments.

® Use of devices must comply with the school’s acceptable use policy, including restrictions on
accessing inappropriate content, cyberbullying, and other forms of digital misconduct.

6.2. Classroom Use

e Teachers have the authority to permit or restrict the use of devices in their classrooms.

e Devices must be used in a manner that does not disrupt the learning environment.

e Students must follow the instructions of teachers regarding the use of devices during class
activities.

6.3. Security and Privacy

e Students are responsible for the security of their own devices. The school is not liable for
any loss, damage, or theft of personal devices.

e Students must respect the privacy and property of others, including not accessing,
modifying, or using another person’s device without permission.



® Use of devices to record audio, video, or images of others without their consent is
prohibited.

6.4. Network Access

e Students may connect to the school’s Wi-Fi network for educational purposes only.
e Use of personal data plans to bypass the school’s network filters is prohibited.
e The school reserves the right to monitor network activity to ensure compliance with this

policy.
7. Prohibited Activities

e Using devices for non-educational purposes during instructional time, unless permitted by a
teacher.

Engaging in any form of cyberbullying or harassment using devices.

Accessing, downloading, or sharing inappropriate or unauthorized content.

Using devices to cheat on assignments or assessments.

Installing or using unauthorized software or applications on devices while on school
property.

8. Consequences for Policy Violations

Violations of this policy may result in disciplinary action, including but not limited to:

Verbal or written warnings.

Temporary or permanent confiscation of the device.

Loss of network access privileges.

Detention, suspension, or expulsion, depending on the severity of the violation.

Involvement of law enforcement authorities if the violation involves illegal activities.
9. Technical Requirements

e Devices must meet the technical specifications outlined by the school to ensure
compatibility with the school’s network and educational software.

e Itisrecommended that devices have appropriate security software installed, such as
antivirus and anti-malware programs.

e Students should regularly update their devices’ operating systems and software to ensure
optimal performance and security.

10. Support and Training



The school will provide resources and training for students, parents, and staff to support the
effective and responsible use of technology. This includes:

Orientation sessions for new students and parents.
Ongoing professional development for teachers on integrating technology into the
curriculum.

® Access to technical support for troubleshooting device-related issues.

11. Review and Updates

This policy will be reviewed annually by the school administration to ensure it remains relevant and
effective. Updates will be made as necessary to address new challenges and opportunities in the use
of technology in education.

12. Agreement
By bringing a personal device to school, students and parents acknowledge and agree to adhere to

the guidelines and responsibilities outlined in this policy. A signed agreement form must be
submitted to the school administration at the beginning of each academic year.

Conclusion

Alpha Academy Charter School is committed to fostering a technology-rich learning environment
that prepares students for the demands of the modern world. The responsible use of
student-owned devices is a key component of this commitment. By adhering to this policy, students,
parents, and staff can work together to create a safe, productive, and innovative educational
experience.



